The Egyptian lady of leisure in 1400 B.C. would not have regarded the basic black dress relieved only by plain gold jewelry, which is fashionable today, as an elegant costume. Her clothing was made of fine white linen, and she adorned herself with colored jewelry. In painted scenes on the walls of Theban tombs of the period Egyptians are represented in the costumes in which they judged themselves most becomingly attired, and both women and men wear broad collars, necklaces, armlets, bracelets, and anklets (see the lower illustration on the opposite page). From surviving examples of these ornaments we know that while some were made of semiprecious stones, such as carnelian, lapis lazuli, green feldspar, and amethyst, many more were of faience beadwork in colors imitating those stones.
and the stringing of the various elements together, the patience of the artisans was probably tried very frequently. Of the scenes in Egyptian tombs representing craftsmen at work there is only one which can be definitely identified as faience-making; but the story is perhaps better told by the actual remains from glaze factories which were found by the Museum's Expedition in its excavations at Lisht and Thebes. On the former site were found pats of the core paste, now dry and hard of course but showing clearly the finger marks of the men who had shaped them; and from the palace of Amun-hotp6 III at Thebes came hundreds of bright-colored faience pendants, amulets, and other ornaments and the little red pottery molds in which the paste had been pressed to form them. When shaped, the paste ABOVE:
A craftsman stringing a broad collar of stone beads which his companion is drilling. A scene in the tomb of Rekh-mi-Re' at Thebes. 
